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Attendance

Regular school attendance is important to provide our children and
young people with a solid foundation for life. When our children miss
school, they miss out — on learning, social development and valuable
time with their friends and teachers.

Children and young people in communities across Ireland are missing a con-
cerning number of school days each year due to casual non-attendance — a day
(or two, or three) missed here and there. These days add up quickly. As a re-
sult of casual non-attendance there is a real risk that many of our children
and young people will not achieve their full potential from education.

In fact, 1 in 5 students in primary and post-primary schools are miss-
ing a month or more of their school year. When a child or young per-
son can go to school, they should go to school. Every school day is a new day
and a new opportunity for everyone to actively encourage school attendance.

Attendance Drive

Next week, from the 29/09/25 to 03/10/25 we will be running an attendance
drive across the school in order to promote good attendance and also raise
awareness around the impact of poor attendance.

Classes are participating in poster competitions and there will be a prize for
the class with the best attendance
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Tier 1: Satisfactory/Regular Attendznce Tier 3: Chronic Absenteeism
Attending: 95% or more of the time Attending: less than 85% but 90% or more of the time Attending: less than 80% of the time
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In the above chart you can see our attendance data from last year (2024/25). Ideally, we
should see 95% of our pupils in the green column for the whole year (see left hand side of
graph). The above data was discussed with pupils in middle and senior classes. Many pupils
highlighted the month of June as it was one of the months with the lowest attendance. Holi-
days were noted as the main reason. We would like to draw parents attention to our school
calendar where we are closed for a full week in June. For families hoping to go away in June
this year we’d encourage them to consider using the week off in June as opposed to a week
the school is open.

When you look at the above bar chart, it is evident that there was a high level of absentee-
ism with almost 75% of our pupils falling into the chronic absenteeism category (red column)
or the being at risk of chronic absenteeism category (orange column).

What do we want to achieve?

We want to get to a point where at least 80% of our pupils are in Tier 1 which would mean
their attendance is satisfactory. Currently, we only have 25.6% of pupils in this category. We
are aiming to increase the number of pupils in Tier 1 (green column) from 25.6% to at least
30% by the end of the year.

How will we do this?

We have an attendance team in school; we incentivise good attendance through poster com-
petitions, attendance drives, attendance lotto each week; we share the impact of absentee-
i1sm on pupil outcomes with parents and pupils; we have an Attendance Policy and State-
ment of Strategy on School Attendance etc. But ultimately, these targets can only be
achieved with the help of parents.
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WHAT HELPS IF YOU ARE HAVING

DIFFICULTY GETTING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL

Nip it in bud
early.

Be tough and
don't give up.

Every child Is
different: Find out the
cause.

Reach out for help.
Talk to the school.

Know how
many days
your child has
missed.

Page 4
Illness

If your child is feeling unwell and you
are unsure whether or not to send them
to school, please visit the HSE website
where they have specific advice for par-
ents around when it is OK to send your
child to school and when they should
remain at home. Remember, a child
missing just 2 days of school per month
will end up missing 20 days or a month
of school each year. Where this happens
each year the child will end up missing
one full year of school by the time they
finish in 6th class.

Remember, it’s OK to send your child to
school if they have a runny nose, a mi-
nor cough or a mild sore throat.

EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS
TIPS FOR PARENTS BY PARENTS

Don’t give inl!
Follow through.

Treat it like a military
operation in the
morning!

Give yourself 15
minutes before the
kids get up.

Early to bed the night
before school, especially
after holidays.

Be organised! Get everything

ready from the night before. Have
their coats and bags at the door,
their lunch made and their clothes
on the banisters.

Don’t give them a
choice to stay at
home.

Come back to school
after doctor/ dentist
appointments.

Know how many
days your child has
missed in school.
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https://www2.hse.ie/babies-children/parenting-advice/caring-for-a-child/knowing-if-your-child-is-well-enough-to-go-to-school-or-childcare/#when-its-ok-to-send-your-child-to-school-or-childcare

