Volume 14 Issue 2 November 2019

Mayor's Visit 21st October

The Mayor of the Metropolitan area of Waterford, Breda Brennan, was a very
popular visitor to the school on Monday 21st October to present certificates
to the boys with full attendance the previous year. Ryan Fitzgerald Flood,
Conor Baldwin, Daniel Anthony, Matteo Hayden, Zack Mullally, Jason Zenon
Ritter, Alex Brophy, Morgan Fitzgerald Flood, Kelvin Dibigbo, David Imiren,
John Karankou, Patryk Bocz, Isaac Akinjewe, Michael Karankou and John Cos-
tello received certs. Well done boys! Thanks also to all of the parents who
came along to celebrate this occasion. Our Chairperson, Carmel Wemyss, was
also with us to mark this important date on our school calendar.

Parents’' Association Fundraiser

Thanks to our Parents’ Association for organising our upcoming fundraiser.
Pupils will be asked to sell tickets for a raffle at a cost of €1 per line. Prizes
will include hampers and vouchers up to a maximum value of €150 so there will
be some fantastic prizes to be won. The draw will take place on Thursday 19th
December in the school. The money will go towards raising some much needed
funds for the school to go towards purchasing resources including ICT equip-
ment, Science equipment, Maths resources, books, sports equipment and sub-
sidising the cost of buses for parents.
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Important Notice
Parents, please note that:-
1. the €40 (+ €20 deposit if applicable)
Book Rental fee should have been paid by
1st September.

2. the €30 fee for Photocopying/Art
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should have been paid by 30th September.

This is a fee that covers some_of the
cost of Art and photocopying. It is not a
voluntary contribution (we don't ask for a
voluntary contribution) - it is a charge.

These fees/charges could also have been
paid in instalments. Parents have always
been informed to contact the office for
details if they wished.

Sincere thanks once again to those of you
who have dealt with these fees/charges.

All parents have had ample opportunity to
pay what is due and/or to make suitable
arrangements for same. Reminders will be
sent to those who have not paid to date.

Book Fair

The Book Fair will be open on 26th,
27th and 28th November. Pupils can
bring in money themselves or parents
can come in from 1:40-2pm or 2.40-

3pm on the above dates.
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Parents’ Association
All parents are welcome and encouraged
to join the Parents’ Association Commit-
tee. Ideally each class should have rep-
resentation. We would encourage parents
from all classes to join the committee.

The Parents’ Association will work to-
gether with the Principal, Staff, Board
of Management and all parents to build
effective partnership between home,
school and the local community to ensure
the best possible education for their
children.

We aim to offer all parents the oppor-
tunity fo contribute towards enhancing
their children’s education through vari-
ous activities within the community
throughout the school year.

Please contact your son's teacher,
Jackie or the Principal if you would
like to become a member of the
committee that will work for the
good of the school and all the boys
in it. Thanks again to our current
members for all of their support
and continued commitment to the
school.

School Calendar for 2019 / 2020

*Friday 20th December: School closes for Christmas holidays
*Monday 6™ January 2020: School re-opens

*Wednesday 8th January: School closes at 2pm for First Aid Training
*Thursday 20™ & Friday 21st February: School closed for Mid-term Break

*Monday 16™ & Tuesday 17th March: School closed

*Friday 3™ April: School closes for Easter holidays

*Monday 20™ April: School re-opens

*Monday 4th May: School closed - Public Holiday
*Friday 29th May —Monday 1st June: School closed

*Friday 26™ June: End of school year; school closes for summer holidays
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Maths Week

Some classes were infroduced to coding
during maths week, which uses maths and
science to create games and complete
challenges in a fun way. I have no doubt we
have some future mathematicians, teach-
ers and computer scientists in our midst!
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Science Week

Check out our school website at
www.ferrybankbns.ie to see what some of
our other classes were doing for Maths
Week and Science Week. Our 5th and 6th
classes had a Science Fair on Friday 15th.
Pupils performed numerous experiments
for children in the other classes and ex-
plained the 'Science’ behind what was hap-
pening. Thanks to Ms. Heffernan and Mr.
Nagle for putting so much effort into or-
ganising this event.

Swimming
Swimming will take place as usual next
term for all classes, Junior Infants to 6th
Class. The venue will be the Kingfisher
Club. Each class will get 5 swimming ses-
sions as usual. There will be more details
about the swimming programme in the
next ‘Corridor Echoes'.

Board of Management

A huge thank you to all of our parents
who engaged with the recent election
process to identify our parent nomi-
nees for the new Board which will run
from 2019-2023. A special word of
thanks to those parents that made
themselves available to fill these roles.
Your continued support is very much
appreciated.
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Shoebox Appeal

Sincere thanks to everyone who has
participated in the Christmas Shoebox
Appeal. It has been brilliant to see so
many shoeboxes outside the office and
a big thank you to Ms. Grant who co-
ordinated this initiative.

In 2018, Team Hope received over
250,000 shoeboxes. The shoeboxes
went to countries like Albania, Moldo-
va, Romania, Ukraine as well as African
countries such as Cameroon, Kenya, Le-
sotho, Malawi and Swaziland. The box-
es travel to Africa in huge shipping
containers across the sea via various
sea ports taking an average of 8 weeks
to arrive. The boxes travel by truck to
their destinations in Eastern Europe
taking about a week. All these shoe-
boxes would completely cover 2 full
sized football pitches, or, end to end
they would stretch for 70 kilometres.

Photo of some of the shoeboxes we received
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Under 13 Gaelic Football Christmas

Our U13 footballers competed in the final
of their competition on Tuesday 22nd Octo-
ber against Rathgormack NS. Pupils from
1st to 6th class went to Walsh Park to sup-
port the team. Rathgormack won by a nar- . . _ _
row margin on the day. The boys gave an ex- You will receive the special Christ-

We are hoping to be able to bring
our classes across town to be part of
the Winterval experience as we have
done in recent years.

cellent performance and played some very mas Programme edition of Corridor
good football. Thanks again to all of the Echoes very soon. This will contain
boys involved and to Mr. Nagle for managing details of events in the school, our
the team. Christmas plays and our Carol Ser-

vice. Our Christmas plays will be per-
formed on Wednesday 11th Decem-
ber.

Another detail for now — and the
Road Safety first event — is about the Little Red

All pupils are asked to dismount their scoot- Kettle show. Little Red Kettle Thea-
ers or bicycles when entering and leaving the tre Company visit the school every
school grounds. Pupils were also reminded of ~ Year with their Christmas show.

how to cross the road safely at the traffic ~ They will be here on Monday 2nd
lights. Unfortunately this is made very diffi- Pecember with this year's show,
cult when parents park cars on the crossing ~What a Calamity”.

or too close to the traffic lights. We would  The cost for the play is €4 per child.
ask all parents to park their cars a safe dis-

tance from the crossing to ensure pupils can

see left and right before crossing the road. . .
We undersw‘and9 how difficult it cgn be to School Uniform and Tracksuit
park outside the school but we want o make
every effort to ensure the safety of our pu-
pils. Your cooperation would be very much ap-
preciated.

Thanks also o Mr. Rynne, Mr. Fitzgerald
and Ms. Heffernan for organising and man-
aging our U10 footballers.

All pupils in our school must have a
school uniform and a school track-
suit. Every family is made aware
and provided with information
Snippefs.......... about our rules regarding uniform

_ _ and tracksuit, when to wear each
o  Classes are busy preparing for Christmas  4nd the options available as to

plays where to buy them so it shouldn't
e  Weare also busy preparing for our Carol  be necessary to keep mentioning
Service it. It is very important that all
e  The boys are looking forward to the Little  parents follow the simple rules
Red Kettle show on December 2nd about our uniform and tracksuit.

. Our Christmas tree lights will be switched Pr'oper' school clothes in school
on by a boy from Junior Infants on Friday  only, please! If a pupil does not
29th November have the appropriate uniform for

any reason a written explanation
should be presented to the

teacher.



